
Congratulations on your purchase of the Really Good
Stuff® Bold Beginnings Bring Writing to Life! Poster—
the perfect way to introduce your students to six
interesting ways to begin their writing.

This Really Good Stuff® product includes:
• Bold Beginnings Bring Writing to Life! Poster,

laminated
• This Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide

Introducing the Bold Beginnings Bring Writing to
Life! Poster
Make a copy of each page of this Really Good Stuff®

Activity Guide, then display the poster in a writing
center or where students can easily view it for writing
activities. Share the poster with students and explain
that when they use an interesting beginning in their
writing, it helps “hook” the reader or get them interested
in what they are reading. The hook makes the reader
want to read more. Have students refer to the poster as
you introduce each way to create a bold beginning to
start a piece of writing.

State a Belief
Make copies of the Bold Beginnings Reproducible for your
class. Begin by reading the State a Belief heading aloud
on the poster for students. Then choose a student to
read the example for the class. Discuss with students
why this type of beginning would make them want to
continue reading. Ask them if they want to know why the
writer feels this way? Do they have an opinion about this
belief? How would they explain why they believe it? Give
each student a copy of the Bold Beginnings Reproducible
and have them write, “State a Belief…and then explain
why you believe it” in the box provided. Have students
copy the bold beginning example from the poster onto the
top few lines of the notebook paper pattern and use the
remainder of the sheet to write a piece explaining why
they believe the example. After students have completed
their writing, have them use crayons or markers to
illustrate their work by drawing in the blank frame. Ask
volunteers to read their work aloud and then bind
students’ work together in a booklet titled, We Write with
Bold Beginnings—Stating a Belief. Place the booklet at a
writing center for students to enjoy reading classmates’
stories.

Use a Single Word
Make copies of the Bold Beginnings Reproducible for your
class. Read the Use a Single Word heading aloud for

students and choose a student to read the example for
the class. Discuss with students why this type of
beginning would make them want to continue reading. Ask
them how they feel when they read the same word three
times in a row. Would it be as effective if it were only used
once? How about twice, or four times? Did the beginning
catch their attention? Give each student a copy of the
Bold Beginnings Reproducible and have them write, “Use a
Single Word…and then provide more information” in the
box provided. Have students copy the bold beginning
example from the poster and use the remainder of the
sheet to provide more information about pickles. After
students have completed their writing, have them use
crayons or markers to illustrate their work. Ask
volunteers to read their work aloud and then bind the
students’ work together in a booklet titled, We Write with
Bold Beginnings—Using a Single Word.

Share an Interesting Fact
Make copies of the Bold Beginnings Reproducible for your
class. Read the Share an Interesting Fact heading aloud
for students and choose a student to read the example
for the class. Discuss with students why this type of
beginning would make them want to continue reading. Ask
them why they think the fact is interesting enough to
keep them reading. What else might the writer share
about the bumblebee bat? Give each student a copy of
the Bold Beginnings Reproducible and have them write,
“Share an Interesting Fact…and then tell more about it”
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in the box provided. Have students copy the bold
beginning example from the poster and use the remainder
of the sheet to tell more about bumblebee bats. Before
getting started, talk with students about where they
might find more information on this topic. After
students have completed their writing, have them use
crayons or markers to illustrate their work. Ask
volunteers to read their work aloud and then bind the
students’ work together in a booklet titled, We Write with
Bold Beginnings—Sharing an Interesting Fact. 

Capture a Moment in Time
Make copies of the Bold Beginnings Reproducible for your
class. Read the Capture a Moment in Time heading aloud
for students and choose a student to read the example
for the class. Discuss with students why this type of
beginning would make them want to continue reading. Ask
them why they think the moment shared by the writer
makes them want to read the whole story. Have them
brainstorm ways to elaborate on the moment. Give each
student a copy of the Bold Beginnings Reproducible and
have them write, “Capture a Moment in Time…and then
elaborate” in the box provided. Have students copy the
bold beginning example from the poster and use the
remainder of the sheet to elaborate on that moment at
the top of the roller coaster. After students have
completed their writing, have them use crayons or
markers to illustrate their work. Ask volunteers to read
their work aloud and then bind the students’ work
together in a booklet titled, We Write with Bold
Beginnings—Capturing a Moment. 

Describe a Sound
Make copies of the Bold Beginnings Reproducible for your
class. Read the Describe a Sound heading aloud for
students and choose a student to read the example for
the class. Discuss with students why this type of
beginning would make them want to continue reading. Ask
them what they think might have made the sound “snap,
crackle, crunch.” Take a few minutes to talk about using
onomatopoeia as a way to add interest to writing. Give
each student a copy of the Bold Beginnings Reproducible
and have them write, “Describe a Sound…and then tell
where it came from” in the box provided. Have students
copy the bold beginning example from the poster and
then use the remainder of the sheet to tell their versions
of where the sound came from. After students have
completed their writing, have them use crayons or
markers to illustrate their work. Ask volunteers to read
their work aloud and then bind it students’ work together

in a booklet titled, We Write with Bold Beginnings—
Describing a Sound. 

Ask an Interesting Question
Make copies of the Bold Beginnings Reproducible for your
class. Read the Ask an Interesting Question heading
aloud for students and choose a student to read the
example for the class. Discuss with students why this
type of beginning would make them want to continue
reading. Ask them why they think this writer’s question is
interesting. Can they predict what the writer’s answer
might be? Give each student a copy of the Bold
Beginnings Reproducible and have them write, “Ask an
Interesting Question…and then provide an answer” in the
box provided. Have students copy the bold beginning
example from the poster and then use the sheet to write
a story telling what might happen when walking several
dogs at the same time. After students have completed
their writing, have them use crayons or markers to
illustrate their work. Ask volunteers to read their work
aloud and then bind the students’ work together in a
booklet titled, We Write with Bold Beginnings—Asking an
Interesting Question. 

Finding Bold Beginnings
Keep your students thinking about bold beginnings in
their writing with a fun activity. Make copies of the Bold
Beginnings Scorecard Reproducible and give one to each
student. Divide students into working pairs or have them
complete the activity individually. Explain to students
that they are to look in classroom library books,
textbooks, and other written materials to find examples
of the six different types of bold beginnings shown on the
poster. When they find one, they are to write it on their
Bold Beginnings Scorecard and fill in the information. The
first pair of students or individual to correctly fill in all
six types of beginnings is the winner. Be sure to offer
incentives so all students complete the activity. Display
the Bold Beginnings Scorecards around the poster for a
bold display.

Be Bold with Your Beginnings
Before each writing assignment, remind students to
review the types of bold beginnings on the poster and
think about which type of bold beginning is the right
choice for their topic. When conferencing students about
their writing, be sure to ask which type of bold beginning
they chose and why they thought it would be the most
effective.
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Congratulations on your purchase of this Really
Good Stuff® Exciting Endings Poster—a student-
friendly guide to introduce and reinforce the use of
exciting endings. 

This Really Good Stuff® product includes:
• Exciting Endings Poster, laminated
• This Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide

Displaying the Exciting Endings Poster
Before displaying the Exciting Endings Poster, make
copies of this Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide and
file the pages for future use. Or, download another
copy of it from our Web site at
www.reallygoodstuff.com. Hang the Poster where
students will be able to see it easily.

Introducing the Exciting Endings Poster
Ask students about the parts of a story (beginning,
middle, and ending) and choose volunteers to explain
the purpose of each part. Have volunteers read the
six kinds of exciting endings and the examples of
each on the Poster. Encourage students to think of
situations that would apply to each exciting ending.
What can they imagine was included in the beginning
and the middle of each story? Have students explain
the reasoning for their answers. Point out that the
ending a writer uses is the last thought that he or
she gives to the reader. So providing an exciting
ending is the best way for the reader to remember
the story.  

What an Exciting Ending!
Copy and distribute the What an Exciting Ending!
Reproducible. Explain that students should read
each exciting ending and match each to the type of
ending it is by writing the correct letter on the line.
After students have had a chance to complete the
reproducible, discuss the answers as a group. 

Create an Exciting Ending 
Copy and distribute a Create an Exciting Ending
Reproducible. Review the kinds of exciting endings
included on the Poster, asking a volunteer to reread
the example of each exciting ending on the Poster.
Tell students to write an ending for each topic.
Have volunteers share their ideas for the first one.
Compare and contrast their answers. Allow students
to complete the remainder of the reproducible.
Ask one or two students to read their answers for
each topic. 

A Mini Story with an Exciting Ending  
Copy and distribute the A Mini Story with an
Exciting Ending Reproducible. Remind students that
every story has a beginning, a middle, and an end.
Instruct them to choose a topic and complete the
reproducible to create a mini story. Then have them
circle which type of exciting ending they used.
Finally, ask your students to complete a mini story
independently. Remind them to choose a different
type of exciting ending for this mini story.

Photos Tell a Story
Take three pictures of a school activity, such as a
science experiment, an assembly, a class party, a
field trip, or lunchtime in the cafeteria. Review the
Exciting Endings Poster and ask students to write
a mini story based on your three photographs and
to include an exciting ending. Create a class booklet
of the stories: Insert the pictures onto different
pages of a document on the computer. Have your
students add the text of their mini stories to the
document pages. Save the booklet for viewing later
on the computer or print it out for students to read
to their parents. You could also complete the same
activity with a sequence of three pictures drawn by a
student. Then have students add the mini story
text on a regular piece of paper with the drawings
mounted onto the appropriate pages.
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Congratulations on your purchase of this Really Good
Stuff® Mighty Middles Poster—a student-friendly guide
to introduce and reinforce the use of transition words.

This Really Good Stuff® product includes:
• Mighty Middles Poster, laminated
• This Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide

Displaying the Mighty Middles Poster
Before displaying the Mighty Middles Poster, make
copies of this Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide and file
the pages for future use. Or, download another copy of it
from our Web site at www.reallygoodstuff.com. Hang the
Poster where students will be able to see it easily.

Introducing the Mighty Middles Poster
With the Poster out of sight, ask students what they do
to connect ideas in a story or nonfiction writing
assignment. Explain that using the word and repeatedly
is not effective. List their responses on the board. After
brainstorming their ideas, show them the Poster and
read the first category of transitional words: Showing
Time. Ask students to reread the connecting words on
the list they offered. Ask students if there are any
Showing Time words on their list. Once identified, mark
the words with a sticky note on the Poster and erase
them from the brainstormed list. Continue through the
other sections of the Poster in the same manner.
Discuss any additional words on the student-created
list. Write each additional word on a second color of
sticky note and add it to the appropriate section on the
Poster. Point out any words on the Poster that have not
yet been discussed. 

Snapshots
Divide students into groups of five or six. Have each
student choose one word or phrase from the Poster to
write on a slip of paper, without creating duplicates
within their group. Give each group a different routine to
think about; such as morning routine, bedtime routine, or
dismissal routine. Ask each student to write a sentence
about the routine assigned using his or her chosen word
or phrase. After students have written their sentence,

ask each group to work together to arrange their
sentences in order, creating a snapshot of the routine.
Have a representative from each group read the group’s
snapshot. Ask students who are listening to raise their
hands every time they hear a transition word. Point to
the selected words on the Poster after each group
finishes reading its snapshot.

Finally, a Tasty Snack
Copy and distribute the Finally, a Tasty Snack
Reproducible. After students have had time to complete
the reproducible, ask several to share their revised
paragraphs. As each student reads, identify the
transition words used on the Poster with a sticky note.
Review the category of each chosen word. 

Transition Word Treasure Hunt
Copy and distribute the Transition Word Treasure Hunt
Reproducible. Have students draw a simple map of the
school playground that includes five landmarks, such as
the sports field, slide, swings, crossing bars, trees,
climbing wall, picnic tables, benches, and fence. Instruct
students to create a treasure hunt paragraph using
words from the Poster. Examine the words in the Showing
Location section of the Poster and indicate that students
should use at least three words from this section.

After students have completed their maps and treasure
hunt paragraphs, have them switch papers with a
partner. Encourage the pairs to evaluate the treasure
hunt clues for clarity. Display the reproducibles on a
bulletin board near the Poster.

Mighty Middle Identification
Copy and distribute the Mighty Middle Identification
Reproducible for students to identify and underline
transition words in sentences. After the students
complete the reproducible, review the answers as a class.
Have students turn in the reproducible and make a list of
transition words that were difficult for each student. Use
the information to plan future group review. 
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